Okanagan yilik¥ixkn (Bighorn Sheep) Disease Update

Over the past years, yilikWIxkn in the southern Okanagan have been experiencing a steady population
decline. This decline is theorized to be due in part to infection by pneumonia (Mycoplasma
ovipneumoniae (M. ovi)), psoroptes (Psoroptes cuniculi) mites and Blue Tongue as contributing
factors to overall poor yilikWIxkn health.

BLUETONGUE

Bluetongue is a viral, non-contagious disease spread by biting midge insects. It affects
species of ruminants, mainly sheep. Bluetongue causes many symptoms, including ulcers,
sores, painful hooves, lameness and reproductive problems. Bluetongue was first
diagnosed in 2021 near Mount Hull in Washington, Grand Forks, BC, and south Okanagan.
During the disease outbreaks, 8 of 12 collared yilik¥Ixkn near Grand Forks and 9 of 22
collared yilik¥Ixkn in the south Okanagan died from suspected or confirmed blue tongue. In
the spring of 2022, Washington state documented a decline of 59% of the Mount
Hull/Omak Lake yilik¥Ixkn population. Similarly, in March of 2022, declines of approximately
75% in Grand Forks and 40% in the south Okanagan yilikWIxkn population were documented.

CONTINUED MONITORING

We are approaching the 2023 spring lambing season and are seeking help from the public. We are specifically looking for three
different observations and photographs.

1- Collared bighorn ewes with lambs at heel
We appreciate photos of collared ewes/lambs and any identifiers such as number tags, location, and time. This will allow us to track

monitor survival rates.

2- Coughing or sick mountain goats and yilikWIxkn
All descriptions of sick individuals are critical to monitoring disease presence and spread. Clinical signs of sick sheep may include
coughing, runny nose, laboured breathing, and lethargic behaviours.

3- Crusty, scabs or poor coat condition animals
Any sick-appearing mountain goats, yilikwIxkn, feral horses, rabbits, or hares should be immediately reported to ensure quick
investigations. The photograph to the right demonstrates normal ears(yellow) versus infected ears (red).
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