
WATER AND CLIMATE FORUM

siwɬkʷ  MARCH 23 – 24 
2026

MARCH 23, 2026 – DAY 1 

8:00 CHECK-IN & WELCOME COFFEE

9:00 OPENING PRAYER

9:05 WELCOME AND FORUM PURPOSE
Okanagan Similkameen Collaborative Leadership Table (CLT) Co-Chairs 
yi̓lm̓ixʷm simo – CHIEF ROBERT LOUIE, Westbank First Nation 
and COUNCILLOR TRICIA BRETT, Lake Country

9:20 MC INTRODUCTION: AARON DERICKSON, PhD, Syilx scholar, UBCO Educator and Facilitator 

9:25 KEYNOTE: SIWŁKW AS LIFE – PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 
laxľaxťkʷ DR. JEANNETTE ARMSTRONG, Syilx scholar, Associate Professor of Indigenous 
Studies, UBCO and Canada Research Chair Okanagan Indigenous Knowledge and Philosophy 

10:00 BREAK & NETWORKING: Sponsored by Real Estate Foundation of BC and the Watershed Security Fund 

10:30 
 

RIVERSIDE CHAT: OKANAGAN SIMILKAMEEN COLLABORATIVE LEADERSHIP TABLE 
LEADERS: Journey of Collaboration, from shared vision to 250-Year Pathway  
Moderated by CLT Co-Chair COUNCILLOR TRICIA BRETT, District of Lake Country

• yi̓lm̓ixʷm sil-teekin – CHIEF GREG GABRIEL, snpink’tn Indian Band 

• MAYOR JULIUS BLOOMFIELD, City Of Penticton

• DIRECTOR AMANDA SHATZKO, Regional District North Okanagan, SilverStar/BX

• yi̓lm̓ixʷm simo – CHIEF ROBERT LOUIE, Westbank First Nation 

11:45 LUNCH & NETWORKING 

1:00 PANEL: FROM EXPERIENCE TO INSIGHT: WHAT CLIMATE RISKS HAVE TAUGHT US

• RICHARD BUSSANICH, MSc, ONA Fisheries and Water Biologist
Mr. Bussanich will explore the shift from managing fish to honouring relationships, 
sharing how drought is reshaping our responsibilities to salmon and what they 
continue to teach us about caring for water and watershed resilience.

• SAMANTHA PHAM, MSc, ONA Limnologist
Ms. Pham will present on how extreme and variable climates can magnify the degradation of water 
quality in salmon nursery lakes and the challenges we face protecting the quality of salmon habitat.

• ZHAOZHI (GEORGE) WANG, PhD, PEng, ONA hydrologist
Dr. Wang will present on the evolution of the Okanagan Hydrometric Information 
Network   ̶ from manual stations to sophisticated real-time monitoring.

DELTA GRAND RESORT, KELOWNA, BC
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